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SECOND PLENARY COUNCIL OF THE

PHILIPPINES (PCP-II)
- COMPENDIUM OF RESOURCES -

James H. Kroeger

The Second Plenary Council of the Philippines (PCP-II) convened from January
20 until February 17, 1991.  Its avowed theme was Church renewal and
evangelization in the spirit and vision of the Second Vatican Council.  The 490
delegates included 94 bishops, 226 priests, 12 sisters, 2 brothers, and 156
laity.  This event has been termed a “Philippine Pentecost”; participants
experienced the dynamic presence of the Holy Spirit as they discerned the
pathways of the Church in the Philippines.  Pivotal themes of PCP-II include:
Community of Disciples, Church of the Poor, Renewed Integral Evangelization,
and Basic Ecclesial Communities.

This article is a comprehensive “compendium of resources” intended for Church
personnel who desire to appreciate the rich theological thought and pastoral
vision inherent in PCP-II.  This material becomes particularly relevant as the
local Church evaluates its progress twenty years after the PCP-II event (1991-
2011).  Filipino Catholics—bishops, pastors, religious, seminarians, laity, youth—
will find much helpful material to guide them as active participants in the
“ecclesiogenesis” of the local Church.  In particular, this compendium can serve
the needs of students of theology and those preparing for ministry in the
Philippine Church.

INTRODUCTION

he twentieth anniversary of the Second Plenary Council of the
Philippines (1991-2011) is an opportunity to review the original vision
of this “Philippine Pentecost” and to assess its impact on the life of
the local Church.  The visionary experience and documents of PCP-
II sought the renewal and transformation of  the Philippine Catholic
community to become a “Community of Disciples” and a “Church
of  the Poor”; this vision would be accomplished through a “Renewed
Integral Evangelization” and concretized in the “Basic Ecclesial
Communities.”
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One point of departure for this ongoing renewal and reception
of the PCP-II vision of being the Church in the Philippines is to
appreciate the “sources” upon which this continued revitalization of
the Church is based.  The modest aim of this “compendium of
resources” is to provide Church personnel at all levels with
foundational materials to appreciate and continue the renewal journey.

The documented materials in this presentation are arranged
alphabetically by author or source; the entries under a specific name
are then presented chronologically.  The research for this paper emerges
from several theological libraries, the advice of knowledgeable
persons, as well as from the library and resource center of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP); the CBCP center
holds six full steel file-cabinets (24 drawers) of PCP-II-related
documents.  The material presented here, while extensive and
assiduously researched, cannot claim to be exhaustive.  Yet, it serves
as a solid foundation for continued research, writing, appreciation,
and implementation of  the Spirit-inspired month-long PCP-II.  Veni,
Sancte Spiritus.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Achútegui, Pedro de.  [A] “Pre-Plenary Council Statistical
Profile of  the Catholic Church in the Philippines,” Landas 4:2 (1990):
182-221;  [B] “The Second Plenary Council of the Philippines (20
January – 17 February 1991): A Brief  Account,” Landas 5:2 (1991):
201-207;  [C] 121 Questions and Answers on the Second Plenary Council of
the Philippines. Quezon City: Cardinal Bea Institute, 1991;  [D] “A
Historical Overview of  the Preparation and Celebration of  the
Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines,” PCP-II Review 1:3 (1992):
2-6;  [E] “The Preparation and Celebration of PCP-II: A Historical
Overview,” Docete 15:70 (1992): 2-11;  [F] “Ecumenism in the Second
Plenary Council of  the Philippines,” Landas 6:2 (1992): 180-202;  [G]
“Historical Overview of  the Preparation and Celebration of  the
Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines,” in: Bernier, P. and M.
Gabriel (eds.) Journeying with the Spirit 1-12;  [H] “The Decrees of
PCP-II as Submitted to Rome and as Approved,” Landas 7:1 (1993):
14-37.
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Apuan, Victoria.  “Spirit-speak: The Good News according
to PCP-II – A Laywoman’s Perspective,” in: Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel
(eds.). Journeying with the Spirit 92-103.

Bacani, Teodoro.  [A]  “Renewed Evangelization according
to PCP-II,” Docete 14:66 (1991): 11-16;  [B] Towards the Third Millennium:
The PCP-II Vision.  Private Publication (1991);  [C] “A Renewed
Integral Evangelization,” PCP-II Review 1:3 (1992): 12-16;  [D] “A
Renewed Integral Evangelization,” Docete 15:70 (1992): 16-21;  [E]
Creating a Future: Evangelization towards the Third Millennium.  Manila:
Gift of God Publications, 1993;  [F] “The Renewed Integral
Evangelization Envisioned by the Second Plenary Council of the
Philippines,” Philippiniana Sacra 28:83 (1993): 311-320;  [G] “Church
of  the Poor: The Church in the Philippines’ Reception of  Vatican
II,” East Asian Pastoral Review 42:1-2 (2005): 147-164;  [H] “The
Ecclesiology of  the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of  the Philippines,”
in: Claver, F. and P. Quitorio (eds.). Anamnesis 185-204.

Benedict XVI.  [A] “A Just and Sustainable Economy,” [ad
limina message: November 29, 2010] L’Osservatore Romano [English
Edition] 43:49 (December 8, 2010): 5-6;  [B] “A Unified and Positive
Voice Needs to be Presented to the Public,” [ad limina message:
November 29, 2010] CBCP Monitor 14:25 (December 6-31, 2010):
B1.

Bernier, Paul.  [A] “Introduction,” in: Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel
(eds.). Journeying with the Spirit vii-xii;  [B] “Agents of  Renewal: Clergy,”
in: Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel (eds.). Journeying with the Spirit 118-130.

Bernier, Paul and M. Gabriel (eds.).  Journeying with the Spirit: A
Commentar y on PCP-II.  Quezon City, Philippines: Claretian
Publications, 1993.  NOTE: This volume containing 15 items is the
best one-volume commentary on PCP-II; it contains presentations
by: P. de Achútegui, V. Apuan, P. Bernier, F. Claver, M. Co,  M.
Gabriel, J. de Mesa, J. Neo, O. Quevedo, A. de los Reyes, L. Tagle, J.
Tabora, and L. Wostyn.
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Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP).
[A] Second Plenary Council: Seven Working Papers.  Manila: CBCP, 1990;
[B] Second Plenary Council: Seven Final Drafts.  Manila: CBCP, 1991;
[C] Acts and Decrees of  the Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines.  Manila:
CBCP, 1992;  [D] Ikalawang Konsilyo Plenaryo ng Pilipinas: Mga Yugto at
Mga Dekreto (Filipino translation by Roberto Titco).  Manila: CBCP,
1992;  [E] In the State of  Mission: Towards a Renewed Integral Evangelization.
National Pastoral Plan: Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines.  Manila:
CBCP, 1993.

CBCP Research Office.  1985 to 1995 Statistical Profile of the
Catholic Church in the Philippines.  Manila: CBCP, 1997.

Claver, Francisco.  [A] “PCP-II: Assessing Imponderables,”
Intersect 5:3 (March, 1991): 1-3, 11; reprinted in: Impact 26:6 (June,
1991): 11-12; [B] “Building a Church of  Solidarity,” Intersect 5:4-5
(April-May, 1991): 8-9, 17; reprinted in: Impact 26:7 (July, 1991): 12-
13;  [C] “Our World – The Philippines: Lights and Shadows,” in:
Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel (eds.) Journeying with the Spirit 13-22;  [D]
“The BECs after the PCP-II,” in: Claver, F. and P. Quitorio (eds.).
Anamnesis 217-230.

Claver, Francisco and P. Quitorio (eds.).  Anamnesis.  Manila:
CBCP, 1996.

Co, Maria Anicia.  “The Call of  Jesus,” in: Bernier, P. and M.
Gabriel (eds.). Journeying with the Spirit 33-44.

Collantes, Andy.  Response to PCP-II.  Manila: NASSA Alay
Kapwa, 1993.

Cruz, Oscar.  [A] “Agenda towards Renewal: Resolutions
Approved by the Council,” PCP-II Review 1:3 (1992): 22-32;  [B]
Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines: Implementation Phase [25 pages].
Manila: CBCP, 1993;  [C] Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines:
Doctrinal Orientation and Consequent Decretal Agenda for the Renewal of the
Church in the Philippines [26 pages]. Manila: CBCP, 2001;  [D] “PCP-II
Doctrinal Orientation and Consequent Decretal Agenda for the
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Renewal of  the Church in the Philippines,” CBCP Monitor 5:1 (2001):
6-7;  [E] “PCP-II Doctrinal Orientation and Consequent Decretal
Agenda,” in: LaTorre, R. (ed.). Church Renewal 175-203.

De los Reyes, Antonio.  “Family: The Heart of Church
Renewal,” in: Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel (eds.). Journeying with the Spirit
131-143.

De Mesa, José.  “Following of  Jesus and Lay Empowerment,”
in: Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel (eds.). Journeying with the Spirit 80-91.

Fernandez, Edwin.  “Inter-religious Dialogue in the Light of
PCP-II,” Diwa 20:1 (1995): 21-35.

Gabriel, Manuel.  “An Agenda to Renew the Church,” in:
Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel (eds.). Journeying with the Spirit 144-173.

Gomez, Fausto.  “PCP-II: The Social Concerns of  the
Religious,” Boletin Eclesiastico de Filipinas 69:760-761 (1993): 325-338.

Green, Thomas.   [A] “Spirituality in PCP-II: Integrated,
Scripture-based, Communitarian,” Landas 6:2 (1992): 133-144;  [B]
“Life-giving Asian Spirituality for the Service of  Life,” FABC Papers
72d (January 1995): 1-17.

Healy, Gerald.  “Teaching Moral Theology according to the
Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines,” Landas 6:2 (1992): 166-
179.

John Paul II.  [A] “Filipino Bishops Recognize the ‘Need to be
a Church of  the Poor’,” [ad limina message: September 25, 2003]
L’Osservatore Romano [English Edition] 36:41 (October 8, 2003): 5;
[B] “True Discipleship Calls for Love, Compassion and at all Times
Strict Discipline,” [ad limina message: October 9, 2003] L’Osservatore
Romano [English Edition] 36:42 (October 15, 2003): 7.

Kroeger, James.  Review of: LaTorre, R. Church Renewal:
Proceedings and Addresses of  the National Pastoral Consultation on Church
Renewal in: Landas 16:1 (2002): 161-163.
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LaTorre, Roberto (ed.).  Church Renewal: Proceedings and Addresses
of  the National Pastoral Consultation on Church Renewal.  Manila: CBCP,
2001.

Legaspi, Leonardo.  [A] “Decree of Convocation: Second
Plenary Council Philippines,” CBCP Monitor 11:1 (1990): 41-42;  [B]
“The Church in the Philippines Reaches a Turning Point” (includes:
“Message to the People of God” and “The Vision of a Church
Renewed”), L’Osservatore Romano [English Edition] 24:21 (May 27,
1991): 6-7;  [C] “Toward a New Evangelization: Closing Message
to the Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines,” Catholic International
2:11 (1991): 536-538; [D] “Message to the People of  God,” Boletin
Eclesiastico de Filipinas 67:742-743 (1991): 489-494;  [E] “The Vision
of  a Church Renewed,” Boletin Eclesiastico de Filipinas 67:742-743 (1991):
495-500;  [F] “Envisioning a Renewed Church,” PCP-II Review 1:3
(1992): 8-11;  [G] “Decree of Promulgation of the Decrees Enacted
by the PCP-II,” Boletin Eclesiastico de Filipinas 68:754-755 (1992): 534-
535;  [H] “The Kairos of  the PCP-II Implementation Stage,” Boletin
Eclesiastico de Filipinas 68:754-755 (1992): 527-533;  [I] “The Kairos of
the PCP-II Implementation Phase,” Docete 15:70 (1992): 12-15;  [J]
“Renewing PCP-II National Pastoral Plan,” in LaTorre, R. (ed.).  Church
Renewal 204-219;  [K] “A History of  the PCP-II: Some Personal
Reflections,” in: Claver, F. and P. Quitorio (eds.).  Anamnesis 205-216;
[L] “Link between Vatican II and PCP-II,” in: Aureada, J. and R.
Ang (eds.). Vatican II: 40 Years After: Theology Week 2006. Manila:
University of  Santo Tomas, 2007: 166-178.

Magnait, Leandro.  “A Prolegomenon to PCP-II’s Declaration
of the Catholic Church in the Philippines as ‘The Church of the
Poor’,” The UST Journal of  Theology 10 (June 1991): 14-22.

Mendiola, Ramona.  “PCP-II: A Challenge Renewed,” Intersect
7:4-5 (1993): 14-16, 22.

Monsanto, Rey.  “The Missionary Dimension of  PCP-II,”
Boletin Eclesiastico de Filipinas 67:742-743 (1991): 481-488.
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A Critical Evaluation,” Landas 8:1 (1994): 36-53.

National Coordinating Office: PCP-II.  Primer on the Second
Plenary Council of  the Philippines.  Manila: CBCP, 1989.

Neo, Julma.  “A Reflection on PCP-II and Its Challenges for
Women Religious,” in: Bernier, P. and M. Gabriel (eds.) Journeying
with the Spirit 104-117.
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Communities: A Commentary on the PCP-II Text,” Landas 8:1 (1994):
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Philippiniana Sacra 29:87 (1994): 457-471.

Pabayo, Anthony.  The Lay Faithful in Romans 12:3-8 and PCP-II
Ecclesiology (Master of  Arts Thesis).  Quezon City: Loyola School of
Theology and Ateneo de Manila University, 1997.

PCP-II Recall Seminar.  Second Plenary Council of  the Philippines:
Implementation Phase (Seminar-Workshop for the CBCP on July 23,
1992 in Tagaytay City).  Mimeographed papers include the following
significant materials: [A] Achútegui, Pedro de. “A Historical Overview
of the Preparation and Celebration of the Second Plenary Council
of  the Philippines” (9 pages);  [B] Bacani, Teodoro. “A Renewed
Integral Evangelization” (12 pages);  [C] Claver, Francisco. “Our
World – The Philippines: Lights and Shadows” (3 pages);  [D] Cruz,
Oscar. “Agenda towards Renewal” (22 pages);  [E] Legaspi,
Leonardo. “Introduction” (2 pages);  [F] Legaspi, Leonardo.
“Envisioning a Church Renewed” (6 pages);  [G] Quevedo, Orlando.
“The Community of  Disciples: Workers of  Renewal” (11 pages).
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Quevedo, Orlando.  [A] “Becoming Church of  the Poor,”
(Interview) World Mission 3:7 (1991): 12-14;  [B] “Church Situation
and Challenges in the Light of PCP-II” (Presentation to the National
Social Action General Assembly on October 2, 1991; photocopy:
17 pages);  [C] “Plenary Council of the Philippines: Becoming a
Church of  the Poor (Interview by Father Julio Penacoba in May
1991; photocopy: 10 pages);  [D] “A National Pastoral Plan and
PCP-II Decrees on Social Concerns” (Presentation to National Social
Action General Assembly on October 6, 1992; photocopy: 8 pages);
[E] “Challenges to the Social Apostolate in the Light of PCP-II”
(Presentation to Third Conference of the Luzon Secretariat of Social
Action on August 19, 1992; photocopy: 4 pages);  [F] “The
Community of  Disciples: Workers of  Renewal,” PCP-II Review 1:3
(1992): 16-22;  [G] “The Teachings of  PCP-II on Social Concerns”
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Philippiniana Sacra 29:85 (1994): 99-107; [J] “The Church of  the Poor:
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of Consecrated Life in the Light of the Second Plenary Council of
the Philippines and Vita Consecrata,” Claretianum 38 (1998): 241-260;
[L] “Duc in Altum, Put Out into the Deep: Pastoral Priorities of the
Church in the Philippines,” in: LaTorre, R. (ed.). Church Renewal 220-
228;  [M]  “Press Conference of  Archbishop Quevedo,” in: LaTorre,
R. (ed.).  Church Renewal 229-235;  [N] “The Road Ahead,” in: LaTorre,
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ADDITIONAL SPECIAL MATERIALS.  [A] “Renewal
and Revitalization: The Challenges of  the Second Plenary Council,”
PCP-II Conciliar Voices I (1990): 2-4 (no author listed);  [B] Various
PCP-II Decrees and Official Documents in: Boletin Eclesiastico de
Filipinas 67:734-735 (1991): 3-86;  [C]  Second Plenary Council of
the Philippines: Special Issue of: Boletin Eclesiastico de Filipinas 68:754-
755 (September-October, 1992);  [D] PCP-II Bulletin and Supplement
[Newsletter of the National Coordinating Office of the Second
Plenary Council of the Philippines]; published periodically in 1989-
1990;  [E] PCP-II Review [Official Quarterly Publication of the PCP-
II Secretariat]; published quarterly in 1992-1993;  [F] Video Resources:
(1) “PCP-II Opening Ceremony – Manila Cathedral (January 20,
1991)” Running Time: 1:57; (2) “PCP-II Closing Ceremony – Manila
Cathedral (February 17, 1991)” Running Time: 2:31;  (3) “Second
Plenary Council of the Philippines (Parts I and II)” Running Time
1:03.
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Roster of Members: Second Plenary Council of the Philippines,
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[C] Diocesan Pastoral Plans: 1991-1999 (30 Dioceses);  [D] Dioceses
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Consultation on Church Renewal) (69 Dioceses); [E] NPCCR
(National Pastoral Consultation on Church Renewal) Secretariat:
Summary of Comprehensive Reports from the Different
Ecclesiastical Jurisdictions, 2001 (196 pages);  [F] Short Report of
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